
THE PRATT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MET TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2016 AT 4:00 P.M. IN THE 
COMMISSION ROOM, COURTHOUSE, WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:  JOE R. REYNOLDS 
AND GLENNA L. BORHO.  DAVID L. WARD WAS ABSENT.  ALSO PRESENT WERE ROBERT SCHMISSUER, 
COUNTY COUNSELOR, GALE ROSE, PRATT TRIBUNE REPORTER, SHERRY KRUSE, COUNTY CLERK AND 
JERRY KEENE.

THE MEETING WAS OPENED WITH THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

TIM BRANSCOM, EMERGENCY PREPARDNESS/ZONING ADMINISTRATOR, DISCUSSED THE 
CONTINUATION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE APPLICATION FROM NEXTERA HELD MONDAY, 
JANUARY 18, 2016 TO WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 AND THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2016 AT THE 4-H 
BUILDING; COMMISSIONER BORHO ASKED WHAT THE ATTENDANCE WAS LAST NIGHT AND TIM SAID 82 
PEOPLE SIGNED IN BUT OVER 100 WERE IN ATTENDANCE; COMMISSIONERS SUGGESTED THERE BE A 
RECORD OF WHO ATTENDED EACH NIGHT; TIM REPORTED HE WILL BE IN LYONS, KS NEXT MONDAY FOR 
AN INTEGRATED WARNING TEAM MEETING; TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY HE WILL BE TRAINING IN 
WICHITA FOR IDENTIFYING RISKS.

TIFFANY AILSTOCK, RSVP DIRECTOR, SUBMITTED BILLS AND CHECKS THE COMMISSIONERS APPROVED 
AND SIGNED; PRESENTED RESULTS FROM THE SURVEY ON EXPANDING BUS HOURS; 65 SURVEYS WERE 
HANDED OUT AND RETURNED; 46 PEOPLE SAID IT IS THEIR PRIMARY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION; 
EXTENDING SERVICE TO 6:00 P.M. WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR 53 RESPONDENTS; 55 SAID THEY WOULD 
BENEFIT FROM SATURDAY SERVICE OF WHICH 45 SAID THE FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH WOULD 
BE SUFFICIENT; 54 WERE WILLING TO PAY A HIGHER FEE OF $1.00 FOR EXTENDED HOURS; PEOPLE ALSO 
RESPONDED TO THEIR IDEAL TRANSPORTATION AVAILABILITY AND OTHER COMMENTS WERE POSITIVE; 
TIFFANY SAID SHE WASN’T SURE HOW TO HANDLE OFFICE STAFFING IF THE HOURS ARE INCREASED.

DOUG FREUND, ROAD & BRIDGE DIRECTOR, PRESENTED A ROAD CROSSING PERMIT FOR THE CITY OF 
PRATT TO BORE UNDER LAKE ROAD TO REPLACE A POWER LINE; 3” CONDUIT 6’ DEEP UNDER LAKE 
ROAD FROM THE SOUTH SIDE RIGHT OF WAY GOING NORTH APPROXIMATELY 130’ TO THE POWER 
POLE ON NORTH SIDE OF RIGHT OF WAY 11-28-13; SUBMITTED BIDS FOR A DUMP BED; SOUTHWEST 
TRUCK – DAVIS 16’ BED $10,886; CENTRAL TRUCK EQUIPMENT – DAVIS 16’ BED $14,000; 
COMMISSIONER BORHO MADE A MOTION TO PURCHASE THE 16’ DUMP BED FROM SOUTHWEST TRUCK
FOR $10,886.  CHAIRMAN REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.  DOUG 
REPORTED THE MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION DID A SAND PIT INSPECTION; SOME 
PAPERWORK NEEDED TO BE UPDATED AND HAD SOME BROKEN LIGHTS; PAPERWORK AND LIGHTS ARE 
FIXED NOW.

BRITTANY NOVOTNY, VERNON FILLEY ART MUSEUM DIRECTOR, DISCUSSED 2016 PROGRESS AND 
DONATIONS FOR THE MUSEUM; MEMBERSHIP DUE BY FEBRUARY 2016 AND HOPE THE COUNTY WILL 
CONTINUE THEIR DONATION OF $2500; 3102 VISITORS TO THE MUSEUM SINCE APRIL 2015; OFFERED 18
DIFFERENT ART CLASS SUBJECTS REACHING 102 STUDENTS; 33 EDUCATIONAL TOURS; 310 OVERALL 
MUSEUM MEMBERS TO DATE; HOSTED 6 EXHIBITIONS IN 2015; HOSTED 14 RENTALS OF THE FACILITY 
SINCE APRIL FOR A VARIETY OF CELEBRATIONS; AWARDED 4 DIFFERENT GRANTS TO FUND SPECIFIC 
PROGRAMS FOR A TOTAL OF $8,689.70; SINCE APRIL 20,759 VISITS TO THE WEBSITE; GRAND TOTAL OF 
WEB VIEWS TOPS 40,390; GIFT SHOP IS BECOMING A UNIQUE DESTINATION SHOP REPRESENTING 16 
LOCAL AND REGIONAL ARTISTS; WE HAVE PARTNERED WITH PRATT COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO SPONSOR
THE SOUTH CENTRAL KANSAS ARTISTS’ GUILD WHICH MEETS MONTHLY ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY.

COMMISSIONER BORHO MADE A MOTION TO DONATE $1500 TO THE SOUTHWEST KANSAS AREA 
AGENCY ON AGING.  CHAIRMAN REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.

COMMISSIONER BORHO MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 11, 2016 
MEETING AS PRESENTED.  CHAIRMAN REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.



ROBERT SCHMISSEUR, COUNTY COUNSELOR, DISCUSSED THE COUNTY’S INVOLVEMENT IN BANKRUPTCY 
FILINGS; IF THERE IS REAL ESTATE INVOLVED THE COUNTY IS NOTIFIED; OCCASSIONALLY WE MAY GET 
TAXES; PREVIOUS PRACTICE HAS BEEN TO NOT PARTICIPATE IN BANKRUPTCIES; COMMISSIONERS 
AGREED TO CONTINUE THAT PRACTICE.

MIKE GARRETT AND CARRIE NATION, HORIZONS MENTAL HEALTH, GAVE A FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE 
SIX MONTHS OF FISCAL YEAR 2016; GROSS PATIENT REVENUE: ACTUAL IS $4,919,871 AND BUDGET IS 
$5,465,220; TOTAL DEDUCTIONS: ACTUAL $487,543 AND BUDGET $709,008; NET PATIENT REVENUE: 
ACTUAL $4,432,328 AND BUDGET $4,756,212; TOTAL ACTUAL OPERATING REVENUE $6,272,879 AND 
BUDGET $6,750,546; ACTUAL OPERATING EXPENSES $5,994,758 AND BUDGET $6,170,370; ACTUAL NET 
REVENUE $11,734 AND BUDGET $603,978; HEALTH HOME SERVICES, WHICH IS PART OF THE 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT,  WILL PROBABLY BE DISCONTINUED; LARNED STATE HOSPITAL IS HAVING 
CONCERNS OVER HOW MUCH OVERTIME EMPLOYEES ARE GETTING BUT ARE 40-45% UNDERSTAFFED; 
DECERTIFICATION OF OSAWATOMIE STATE HOSPITAL OVER STAFF AND PATIENT SAFETY; LOOKING AT 
FUNDING CUTS FOR STATE FISCAL YEAR 2017; REPORTED THERE ARE A COUPLE OF OPENINGS IN THE 
LOCAL OFFICE. 

DAVID WILEY AND CATHERINE ROHRER, SOUTH CENTRAL KANSAS COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS, GAVE A 
MID-YEAR REPORT ON 30TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT ENTRY AND EXIT DATA FOR THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:
ADULT PROGRAM, ADULT ANGER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, JUVENILE INTENSIVE SUPERVISION, 
JUVENILE JUSTICE AUTHORITY, TRUANCY, JUVENILE INTAKE AND ASSESSMENT; PRESENTED THE 
CORRECTIONS PORTION OF THE KANSAS STATEWIDE EFFICIENCY REVIEW FOR THE COMMISSIONERS TO 
REVIEW; STATE TALKS TOUGH ON CRIME BUT DOESN’T WANT TO FUND PROGRAMS; WILL HAVE TO 
WAIT AND SEE BUT WILL PROBABLY LOSE FUNDING IN ADULT PROGRAMS; CATHERINE SUBMITTED THE 
KANSAS JUVENILE JUSTICE WORKGROUP FINAL REPORT; THE WORKGROUP CONDUCTED AN ANALYSIS 
OF THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM TO IMPROVE RECIDIVISM AND OTHER OUTCOMES; TWO RECENT 
REPORTS CALLED ATTENTION TO THE HIGH COSTS AND UNSATISFACTORY OUTCOMES OF KANSAS’S 
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

COMMISSIONER BORHO MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT REGISTER FOR JANUARY 19, 
2016.  CHAIRMAN REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.

COMMISSIONER BORHO MADE A MOTION AT 6:30 P.M. TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  CHAIRMAN 
REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0.  MEETING ADJOURNED.

_____________________________
JOE R. REYNOLDS CHAIRMAN

_____________________________
DAVID L. WARD MEMBER

ATTEST:
__________________________ ______________________________
SHERRY KRUSE, COUNTY CLERK GLENNA L. BORHO MEMBER


